
AIM 

To provide 

policymakers in 

those countries 

with the needed 

evidence base that 

allows them to 

develop new 

coordinated 

policies and 

programmes for 

increasing 

resilience and 

promoting 

sustainable 

economic growth 

in the context of 

increasing 

national and 

global food 

demand. 
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First meeting of the project NEXT-AG 

The NEXT-AG project began 

in May 2018 and will end in 

May 2021. The initial 

gathering of our project’s 

participants took place in 

September 2018, when our 

research team from the 

United Kingdom, Chile, Peru 

and Ecuador, met with key stakeholders and visited the case study areas 

in Peru and Ecuador. Workshops were organized with representatives 

of the public and private sectors, the civil society and academics. As a 

result of these preliminary activities, we gained an understanding of the 

current situations in the case study zone. 

One focus of the team’s efforts is 

Peru’s Ica-Villacuri Valley, an 

area where agriculture has grown 

significantly. The valley’s aquifer 

is the most overexploited on Peru’s 

Pacific Coast, with water 

extraction about 215% greater 

than the sustainable level. It is clear from technical data and our team’s 

interviews with stakeholders that existing water management 

institutions have proven incapable of tackling the problem.  

The team is also concentrating on Ecuador’s Santa Elena Peninsula. 

This semi-arid region naturally endures a lack of water. Nevertheless it 

has a high agricultural potential and depends on transfers within the 

Guayas basin. But it also faces a series of environmental and socio-

economic conflicts related to land and water access, and competition for 

resources between agricultural and tourism interests, and between 

small farmers and large export-oriented agriculture operations. Santa 

Elena has also suffered heavy deforestation of the dry forest, that has 

exacerbated desertification. Moreover, the demand for energy to 

transfer water represents a large expense, currently subsidized, which 

poses a possible future threat to local economic sustainability. 
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Welcome to the Project Advisory Board 

NEXT-AG welcomes the members of our Project Advisory Board (PAB). The Board is composed of 

representatives of various stakeholder groups and has been assembled to help NEXT-AG researchers 

to understand the problems and interrelationships among stakeholders, and on-the-ground objectives, 

feasibility and implications of the modeling efforts. It will also review and help set possible policy 

recommendations that will emerge from the project. 

 

Peru 

• Walter Obando Licera, Chief, National Water Authority  

• Lucía Delfina Ruíz Ostoic, Vice-Minister, Environmental Minister 

• Jesús Ruiton, Director, Public Investement  

• Fernando Cillóniz, Ex-Governor, Regional Governement of Ica 

• Maria Teresa Oré, Professor, Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú 

• Eduardo Chávarri, Professor, Universidad Nacional Agraria La Molina 

• Sofía Castro, Professor, Pontificia Universidad Católica de Perú  
 
Ecuador 

• Aracely Salazar Antón, Advisor , German Agency for International Cooperation 
• Juan Rodríguez, Advisor, German Agency for International Cooperation 

• Alexander Zapatta, Irrigation and Drainage Undersecretary, Secretaría Nacional del Agua 

• Carla Paola Manciati Jaramillo, Professor, Escuela Politécnica Nacional 

• Sandra Teresa Procel Guerra, Professor, Escuela Politécnica Nacional 

• Omar Nuñez, Vice Prefect, Government of Santa Elena  

• Sara Wong, Professor, Escuela Superior Politécnica del Litoral 

• Ramón Espinel, Professor, Escuela Superior Politécnica del Litoral 

• Jesús Ramos, Rector, Universidad Regional Amazónica 
 
International members  

• Adrián Rodríguez, Economic Affairs Officer, ECLAC 

• Andrei Jouralev, Economic Affairs Officer, ECLAC 

• Reinaldo Peñailillo, Senior Advisor, Deltares 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Participation in international events 

Water Science for Impact Conference 

Dr. Gloria Salmoral organized a double session with the ISWEL, 

IANEX and MAGIC Nexus research projects entitled "Stop the 

buzzword: closing persistent gaps in the implementation of Water-

Energy-Food Nexus.” In the morning session Dr. Salmoral presented 

the talk “Nexus thinking about sustainable agricultural development 

in the Andean countries." The afternoon session had a participatory 

format with the creation of an open space to discuss the challenges in 

the Nexus research in relation to various themes: science for 

governance, participatory processes, and the integration of 

qualitative information in quantitative models. 

Resource Nexus Policy & Cluster Workshop 

In November 2018, Dr. Oscar Melo participated in a working 

session in Brussels, where he had the opportunity to present the 

work under development at NEXT-AG within a series of Nexus 

projects carried out in Europe. It was a great opportunity to 

learn about other Nexus research projects and to exchange 

ideas. 

 

Team NEXT-AG 
 

DR DOLORES REY  
Cranfield University, UK 
 

DR OSCAR MELO  
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile 

DR XIAOYU YAN 
University of Exeter, UK 

DR EDUARDO ZEGARRA 
Grupo de Análisis para el Desarrollo, 
Perú 

DR OSWALDO VITERI SALAZAR 
Escuela Politécnica Nacional, 
Ecuador 

DR JERRY KNOX 
Cranfield University, UK 
 

DR ANIL GRAVES 
Cranfield University, UK 
 

 

DR GLORIA SALMORAL 
Cranfield University, UK 
 

DR WILLIAM FOSTER 
Pontificia Universidad Católica de 
Chile 

MSC LISBETH NARANJO 
Pontificia Universidad Católica de 
Chile 

  

  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

NEXT-AG is funded by 

Natural Environment Research Council (NERC, UK) and Comisión Nacional de Investigación Científica 

y Tecnológica (CONICYT, Chile) 

 

 

 

 

Contact us 

If you are interested in our work and want to know more, please visit our website at 

www.nextagproject.wordpress.com 

 

You can also contact us by e-mail: 

Dolores Rey (d.reyvicario@cranfield.ac.uk) 

Oscar Melo (omelo@uc.cl) 

 

Follow us on Twitter! @NEXTAGProject1 

http://www.nextagproject.wordpress.com/
mailto:d.reyvicario@cranfield.ac.uk

